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Feature Story 
EPA Proposes Amendments to Existing Air Emissions Reporting Requirements 

The Environmental Protection Agency published a proposed rule making changes to the current 

Air Emissions Reporting Requirements rule that seeks to “consolidate and harmonize” emission 

reporting requirements. The proposed rule will target changes to the existing EPA emission 

inventory reporting requirements on state, local, and tribal agencies and will “lower the current 

threshold for reporting Pb [lead] sources as point sources; eliminate the requirement for reporting 

emissions from wildfires and prescribed fires; and replace a requirement for reporting mobile 

source emissions with a requirement for reporting the input parameters that can be used to run the 

EPA models that generate the emissions estimates.” The proposed rule will remove the 

requirements to report daily and seasonal emissions associated with carbon monoxide (CO), ozone (O3), and particulate 

matter up to 10 micrometers in size (PM10) nonattainment areas and nitrogen oxides (NOX) in State Implementation Plan 

(SIP) call areas in order to reduce the reporting burden on state, local, and tribal agencies. The proposed amendments would 

also “clarify, remove, or simplify some current emissions reporting requirements” which the agency believes are not 

necessary or are not clearly aligned with current inventory terminology and practices. Comments are due on July 22. 
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Rulemaking 

Small Business Administration 
SBA Rule Expands “Small Business” Size Standards for Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, & Hunting Entities 

The Small Business Administration published a final rule expanding the size of the small business designation 

across eleven industries in the Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting sector. The expansion of these 

designations is in response to “changes in industry structure and the Federal marketplace since the last overall 

review [which] have rendered existing size standards for some industries no longer supportable by current 

data.” Small business size definitions are necessary to determine which businesses are eligible for assistance 

programs targeted to small businesses. SBA estimates that this rule will result in additional support totaling $7 

million through 32 new loans to businesses that would be defined as small as per the new standards. In addition, 

“growing small businesses that are close to exceeding the current size standards will be able to retain their small 

business status under the higher size standards, thereby enabling them to continue their participation in the 

programs.” 

SBA Rule Expands “Small Business” Size Standards for Finance and Insurance Entities 

The Small Business Administration published a final rule increasing the size threshold for which finance and 

insurance businesses will be considered “small entities” by the Small Business Administration. The current “small 

business” size threshold for these some industries in these sectors is $175 million in assets; SBA is increasing this 

threshold to $500 million in assets for finance and insurance businesses.  

Determination of which businesses are “small businesses” is necessary because the purpose of the Small Business 

Act is to help small businesses compete in the marketplace, necessitating standards to define which businesses 

qualify as small businesses. Businesses that will acquire small business status because of this rule will become 

newly eligible for Federal small business assistance programs, including the SBA's financial assistance programs, 

economic injury disaster loans, and Federal procurement programs intended for small businesses. “The most 

significant benefit to businesses obtaining small business status because of this final rule is gaining eligibility for 

federal small business assistance programs.” 

SBA Rule Expands “Small Business” Size Standards for Coal and Metal Mining Businesses 

The Small Business Administration published a final rule increasing the size threshold for which mining businesses 

will be considered “small entities” by the Small Business Administration. Previously, Support Activities for Oil 

and Gas Operations, Support Activities for Coal Mining, Support Activities for Metal Mining, and Support 

Activities for Nonmetallic Minerals were considered small entities below a $7 million annual receipts threshold. 
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This rule finalizes new standards of $35.5 million, $19 million, and $19 million respectively, leaving the threshold 

for Support Activities for Nonmetallic Minerals at $7 million. 

Determination of which businesses are “small businesses” is necessary because the purpose of the Small Business 

Act is to help small businesses compete in the marketplace, necessitating standards to define which businesses 

qualify as small businesses. Businesses that will acquire small business status because of this rule will become 

newly eligible for Federal small business assistance programs, including the SBA's financial assistance programs, 

economic injury disaster loans, and Federal procurement programs intended for small businesses. 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
NRC Revises Environmental Impact Analysis Requirements for Nuclear Power Plant License Renewals 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission published a final rule updating the environmental impact analysis 

requirements for nuclear power plant operating license renewal. The modified rule “incorporates lessons learned 

and knowledge gained from license renewal environmental reviews conducted by the NRC since 1996.” The NRC 

consolidated several environmental impact categories, reducing the total number of categories relevant to 

“continued operations and refurbishment activities associated with license renewal” from 92 to 78. The rule also 

reduces the number of categories applicants are required to evaluate in a plant-specific supplemental environmental 

impact statement from 21 to 17.  In its Regulatory Analysis, the NRC estimates that the change will save the 

industry between $2.72 and $3.03 million. As part of the update, NRC revised its technical guidance that provides 

the “basis for amending certain NRC environmental protection regulations” and its guide for how license 

applicants should prepare their “Environmental Reports for Nuclear Power Plant License Renewal Applications.” 

Department of Energy 
DOE Seeks Information to Inform Potential Energy Efficiency Standard for Mobile Homes 

The Department of Energy published a proposed rule seeking comment from the public on its upcoming rule 

establishing energy efficiency standards for manufactured housing (such as mobile homes). The Energy 

Independence and Security Act authorized DOE to promulgate rules establishing such standards for manufactured 

housing. “To facilitate this process, enhance the quality of the standards and supporting documentation, and to 

allow interested parties to provide suggestions, comments, and information, DOE is publishing this request for 

information. DOE is interested in receiving information that relates to the relationship between energy efficiency 

and indoor air quality in manufactured housing, financing measures that may be available for manufactured homes 

with higher energy efficiencies, and possible enforcement models for the DOE standards.” Comments are due on 

July 25th.  

Department of Commerce 
NMFS Provides Retrospective Review Plan for Regulations Affecting Small Entities 

The National Marine Fisheries Service published a proposed rule providing a plan describing how the NMFS will 

perform retrospective reviews of existing regulations and describes the regulations that are being proposed for 

review during the current review-cycle. Agencies are required by The Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) to 

“periodically review existing regulations that have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small 

entities, such as small businesses, small organizations, and small governmental jurisdictions.” The purpose of the 

review is to determine whether existing rules should be unchanged, revised, or withdrawn in order “to minimize 

significant economic impacts on a substantial number of small entities, consistent with the objectives of other 

applicable statutes.” NMFS will review rules to ensure that a Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis was prepared 

are reviewed within 10 years of the year in which they were originally issued. Comments are due on July 22. 

Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA Finalizes Amendments to National Standards on Heat Exchange Systems Emissions 

The Environmental Protection Agency published a final rule amending the national standards on emissions for heat 

exchange systems. This amendment would allow for an additional monitoring system on a quarterly system “using 

a leak action level defined as a total strippable hydrocarbon concentration (as methane) in the stripping gas of 3.1 

parts per million by volume (ppmv)”; whereas, the current system focuses on a monthly system where the total 

strippable hydrocarbon concentration is 6.2 ppmv. In addition, the amendment revises the definition for heat 

exchange system to “improve clarity regarding applicability of the monitoring and repair provisions,” and it allows 

for monitoring of “once-through cooling water heat exchange systems” to happen at an aggregated location. EPA 
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estimates that these amendments have no additional costs beyond those in the rule being amended. In fact, the 

Agency projects that companies using the alternative monitoring sources would be able to cut their costs in 

complying with the rule. 

Office of the Comptroller of the Currency 
OCC Finalizes Interim Final Lending Rule 

The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency published a final rule finalizing a previously-published interim final 

rule amending some lending limits for national banks and savings associations, with some revisions. “The interim 

final rule consolidated the lending limits rules applicable to national banks and savings associations, removed the 

separate OCC regulation governing lending limits for savings associations, and implemented section 610 of the 

Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, which amends the statutory definition of “loans and 

extensions of credit” to include certain credit exposures arising from derivative transactions, repurchase 

agreements, reverse repurchase agreements, securities lending transactions, and securities borrowing transactions.” 
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